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HALIFAX COUNTY
Tourism Development Authority

MISSION STATEMENT

To promote the growth of tourism in Halifax County

HCCVB BOARD MEMBERS

ur efforts are lead by volunteers
O appointed by the Halifax County

Commissioners, who provide
leadership and expertise to ensure effective
operations. The Halifax County Tourism
Development Authority does business as the
Halifax County Convention & Visitors Bureau
(HCCVB) and is dedicated to promoting
Halifax County as a visitor destination. We
also represent and support the interests of
the local tourism industry and promote public
awareness of the importance of tourism.

Our funding is primarily provided by a

5% room tax paid by visitors while staying
overnight in accommodations. No local tax
dollars are used in our efforts.

In addition to the county-wide 5% occupancy
tax, the City of Roanoke Rapids adopted a

1% tax that is dedicated to the marketing and
tourism development of that city. These funds
are administered by the HCTDA, which was

Yvonne Thompson, Chairperson

formed in 1987 by enabling legislation that
created the room tax.

We hope you will agree that the HCCVB team
and board have a strong belief in the power of
the tourism industry to be a driving economic
force for Halifax County.

We invite you to engage with the HCCVB staff.
Visitor dollars support jobs, drive demand for
commercial development and improve the
quality of life in Halifax County.

Board of Directors

We thank our board for their support.

Jessica Hedgepeth
Curtis Wynn
Cathy Scott, Ex-Officio
Beth Burchell, Ex-Officio
Mary Duncan, Ex-Officio
Ginny Lewis, Ex-Officio

Jay Carlisle, Vice Chairman
Brent Lubbock, Secretary
Sandra Bryant, Treasurer

Mike Davis
Brian Harris




VISITOR IMPACT FOR

HALIFAX COUNTY

Calendar Year 2020

County Spending by Domestic Visitors
Decreased by 23.2% Percent to $85.9 Million

omestic and international visitors to
D and within Halifax County spent $85.9
million in 2020, a decrease of 23.2%
from 2019. The data comes from an annual
study commissioned by Visit North Carolina, a

unit of the Economic Development Partnership
of North Carolina.

Tourism impact
highlights for 2020

® The travel and

tourism industry directly
employed more than 593
people in Halifax County.

e Total payroll generated
by the direct employment
of tourism in Halifax

County was $21.2 million.

e State tax revenue
generated in Halifax
County totaled $4.1
million through state
sales and excise taxes,
and taxes on personal and corporate income.
$3.2 million in local taxes were generated from
sales and property tax revenue from travel-
generated and travel-supported businesses.

2016

These statistics come from the "Economic
Impact of Travel on North Carolina Counties
2020,” which can be accessed at partners.
visitnc.com/economic-impact-studies. The
study was prepared for Visit North Carolina by
Tourism Economics in collaboration with the
U.S. Travel Association.

2017 2018 2019

I new calculations [l Former Calculations

Visit NC has worked with Tourism Economics to
provide county partners with 5 years (2016-2020)
historical data so that partners will have a proper
trendline of spending data as well as emF/o ment
estimates and taxes generated as a result of visitor
spending.

“Understanding that the state average tourism spending was down 32%, we are

gratified that Halifax County fared better than the average. We want to thank all

the employees in the tourism industry in our county that worked on the front lines
through the pandemic to keep our businesses open! Even with a worldwide pandemic

throughout the year, visitors spent over $18 million in our hotels and over $30 million in
our restaurants!”
~ Lori Medlin, President & CEO of the Halifax County CVB

2020



GLOBAL PANDEMIC

OVID-19 has had devastating impacts From the start of the public health emergency,

on the local tourism and hospitality we forwarded information to partners from

industry. We witnessed dramatic losses ~ the Governor's Coronavirus Task Force - Visit
in revenue and jobs due to the pandemic, Halifax became proactive in supporting our
especially by beloved small businesses industry and our local community, as revealed
dependent on customers from out of town. throughout this report.

//‘/////// p

Halifax County Strong! r ]
Jim Kuroski
From April 12, 1776, to today, Halifax County has always welcomed visitors with open arms to cur communities. Chick-Fil-A Roanoke P.aplds

Our tourism community is strong and made up of Large businesses and small family businesses that have done 3 great jobs growing this incUstry over the past \ f
several years. % b /
Today the Visit Halifax team has worked to compile this Landing page that provides information on how you can support our ocal restaurants and hotels that are e B N
‘staying open to senve you. . H . .

. . The pandemic required we share authoritative
Everyane is working hard to follow gevemment mandates and maintain heaith and safety as our top priorty.
Please follow the links below for what we hope will be helpful current information. |nformatlon related to the pandemlc We d|d
Dining Hotel Updates h . . h I d . . h If
North Carolinais restrictions have been changed to allow restaurants toopen Al af our national brand hotels are currently apen. this with a new landin g p a g e on visithalitax.com.

Following strict guidelines. Here are some of the Halifax County restaurants, hitps:/
offering take-oLt, curbsidie pickup, or Selivery. Please check ahead with the
location for possible dine-in aptions.

wvisithalifas com/ places-to-stay

Attraction Updates

Site - Open with restrictions
ampgrounds (except groups,
Centers Open with restrictions
noke Canal Museur - Closed for now
penwithrestrictions
Outdioor Extibits Open

NC restaurantt
‘countonmenc.org

The N.C. Mortgage, Utility
relief funds per qualifying
L Business Administration has approved the request

The CARES Act. the Largest economic relif package in oUr nation's history.

e e e s 0w \We pivoted visithalifax.com to become

:ddt more user friendly and created tours of our

S —— communities on a new Discover Halifax County
Communities landing page.

Discover Halifax County Communities

“The support and guidance shown by the | ———
Halifax County CVB during the COVID
Crisis was so important to our efforts

to stay open! The emails and notes of T Towmof
encouragement were just enough some Neck
days to keep us going! We are lucky to ﬂ
have such an active and supportive CVB!” '
~ Jessica Hedgepeth - Manager Quality Inn S;i;;éke iy e e
Rapids




THE ROAD TO RECOVERY

rom July 2019 to March 2020, the

Halifax County Convention & Visitors

Bureau was on the road to a record-
breaking year. We were bringing people to
Halifax County who would contribute to our
economic growth.

Then in March of 2020, all that came to a
screeching halt. The global pandemic has
affected each of us in ways no one could have
expected.

For over 34 years, this organization has
represented Halifax County as a great place
to visit, explore, dine and stay. We invest the
occupancy tax that visitors leave in our county
to bring in more visitors, and these dollars roll
over in our economy many times.

Halifax County Convention &
Visitors Bureau Partnering to
Bring Visitors Back

The Halifax County Convention & Visitors Bureau
(HCCVB) is counting on partners and guests to do
their part to bring
visitors back to Halifax
County. An earlier
adopter of the Count
on Me NC program,
the HCCVB has been
encouraging partners
to take the training for
their perspective
industries. Once a
partner has completed
the training, the CVB
delivers name tags,
door clings, and 6ft
apart floor stickers to
that business. They
also give them a shout

We believe we are on the road to recovery.
Research in partnership with VisitNC

shows customers are moving toward

being comfortable with travel and have an
optimistic outlook for the future. Thanks to
our partners in the industry and our "Halifax
County Strong" attitude, we are well-
positioned to recover fast. We are committed
to the health and safety of everyone who
works in the industry and our visitors. We
know that in the future, together we will be
stronger than ever!

Yvonne Thompson  Lori Medlin
Board Chairperson President/CEO
FY 2021-2022

“I would like to thank you and your team for all
they have done for our restaurant during this most
trying times of our lives. With the local communities
help, advertising, following protocols, and just plain
hard work, Haggerty's Steakhouse has doubled
our daily sales figures since before the Covid-19
crisis!! Lisa and | are thrilled with the growth of this

little restaurant and strive daily for new ideas to
keep everyone’s interest. Halifax County Travel and
Tourism has been a great help and we will continue
to stay involved in the future. Thanks to everyone.”
~ Lisa & John Haggerty - Haggerty's Steakhouse and
The Trophy Room




MARKETING & PR

Advertising pivots to outdoor adventure and safe travel options

isit Halifax manages a complete We have continued to lead with the Halifax

marketing plan designed to create County Strong message.

awareness of all that Halifax County
offers. Our goal is to inspire people to visit
and stay overnight in our accommodations.
With the onset of the global pandemic and
our industry’s following attempts at recovery,
we have focused on safe exploration and our
many outdoor attractions.

Our State

CELEBRATING NORTH CAROLINA
MARCH 2021 $5.99

SRNANNUF

As the situation evolved, we garnered
several earned media placements saving our
organization valuable marketing dollars.

TOWN of
WELDON

THE MIGHTY

FINDING
th

3
NORTH
CAROLINA

:

CELEBRATING NORTH CAROLINA

HOTDOE' )\ Alr,

THE STORY of SMITHFIELD'S FAMOUS FRANKS...
 Rocd Tp gy -

BARBECUE SCIENTISTS
in RENSON

i

Doun by the

NIGHT-SKY
MAGIC

IPLES o TARRALNG

“Historic Halifax would like to thank the Halifax CVB for its regular supply of information and fostering a
continued feel of “connectedness” during the height of the pandemic. Tourism's efforts to help attract

visitors and keep them aware of all that we have to offer was invaluable as we reopened, in stages,
beginning last summer. Since reopening, Historic Halifax has seen a steady increase of visitors, with
visitation trending at or above pre-pandemic norms. In 2021, we saw one of the best summer seasons
in recent memory. Thanks for your tireless efforts to promote Halifax County’s many attractions.”
~ Carl Burke, Historic Site Manager of the Historic Halifax State Historic Site



SOCIAL MEDIA

Our social media focused on "Halifax County Strong" and our
safe adventures and events as they resumed operations.

Visit Halifax is at Ralph's Barbecue.
July’5, 2020 - Weldon - @

Visit Halifax is 2t Weldon Mills Distillery.

and takeout. #countonmenc #visitnc #halifaxcountystron
Congratulations to Weldon ills Distllery for being a Count On Me NC partner! Live music, J

drinks, and distillery tours on the riverfront in Weldon. #countonmenc #isitnc
#halifaxcountystrong

Visit Halifax .
July s, 2020- @ September 15,2020+ @
The Hen & The Hog is a Count On Me NC partner! They are open with all updated menus for Looking for a place to relax? Plan your escape to Lake Gaston in Littleton, NC:

dine-in or takeout. #countonmenc #visitnc #halifaxcountystrong

#DiscoverHalifaxNC #VisitNC #LoveNC #NorthCarolina #north
#LakeGaston #Lakelife #LittletonN

One of our goals was to enhance the visibility of our lodging
partners. Our goal was to promote one of our lodging partners

each month on our social media channels.

Visit Halifax
September 16, 2020 @

Hampton Inn Roanoke Rapids receives 2020 Travelers' Choice award on Tripadvisor!

Halifax we | https/A
September 5, 2020 @

tripadvisor.com/Hotel_Review-g49478-d94751

#halifaxcountystrong
Need a place to stay during your travel down I-95? SureStay Plus Hotel by Best Western in
Roanoke Rapids is a great option! https://www.visithalifax.com/../surestay-plus-best.

TRIPADVISOR.COM

A Hampton Inn Roanoke Rapids

Surestay Plus Hotel by Best Western Roanoke Rapids
The SureStay Plus Hotel by Best Wester in Roanoke Rapids, NC welcomes you to the haif-way.  Visit Halifax
October7,2020-@

vl Hattax
ovember3,2020-@

Suites.
Step into elegance and comort t Hi
s Hilton Garden Inn Roanoke Rapids

Garden Inn Roanoke Rapids.

fax.com/.../holiday-inn-express-stites

VISITHALIFAX.COM

Holiday Inn Express & Suites

Our Holiday Inn Express & Suites is conveniently located off Interstate 95, less than one mile fr.

7

olinaphotography #ExploreNC

Ranked #1 of 8 Hotels in Roanoke Rapids. Been here to0? Add it to your map!

If you're traveling down I-95 and need a place to stay then check out the Holiday Inn Express &

It s conveniently located off Interstate 95 and offers free deluxe continental breakfast!

Visit Halifax
1uly,2020-@

“If people concentrated on the really important things in lfe, thered be a shortage of fishing
poles.” -Doug Larson. 3

boy
D ScOvaHAITaNC SVENG

July 3, 2020 - Weldon - @ " Ralph's Barbecue is a Count On Me NC partner! They are open for dine-in (Menu Only, No Buffet)

e Visit Halitax
S iy 15,2020- @

i i
Piegmert arcn nurmnkmgg Wedoc Mountsin s on ot great was and beautt sceery
The Habitat nter ihe

Pl SR i S b e
stroller. We also hiked parts of the Discovery Loop, Stream Loop, and Sumit Loop Traik. A.. See:

.. Visit Halifax

S September 16,2020+ @

Looking lcr 2 place o stay while visiting Halfax County? Ty the Award Winring Days nn of
Weldon,

Located Ezsl

1-95 Exit 172, &

https://www.isithalifax.com/listing/zNWP/days-inn-in-weldon

VISITHALIFAX.COM

Days Inn in Weldon
The Award Winning Days Inn of Weldon, NC is located East of 1-95 Exit 173. The property has 9.

Visit Halifax
February 24-@

We invite you to book a stay where everything i taken e o' 50 the only thing you need to
focus on is how much you can see and do in Halifax Cour

A recent guest at the Quality Inn in Roanoke Rapids shsves “The hotel has a wonderful staff from
check in to check out”

Book your stay: https://bit.ly/2LS8wIT

... See More




DESTINATION MARKETING ORGANIZATION

ocial media continues to be a priority to be Facebook with 1,471,541 impressions,
in marketing our destination. Being 97,460 engagements and 11,987 clicks to our
able to share engaging Halifax County posted links.

experiences with our 13,473 followers daily
provides an exponential value. We answer . 0/

the question, "What's happening in Halifax f 48.2 % increased engagements
County?" by sharing user-generated and )
in-house photos, videos, events, links, and 72.4% increased engagements

more. Our most viewed platform continues

Enjoy a behind the scenes look at Aunt Ruby's Peanuts, the most

Have you tried The Grub Hub, Roznoke Rapids’ newest establishment It's been said they have the very best barbecue in North Carolina, and ot e Fec i i
for all the yum? did somebody say sweet potato pie? & Don't miss out on Grandpa’s lelicious n.uls that ship anywhere in the US! Be sure to order in time
for the holidays. @ &

hot and cold sandwiches, and comfort sides {we're talking fried green ol FOX 50

tomatoes, fried com, and nachos}.
Run, don't walk to 1300B Roanoke Ave.

Dishing up hot dogs any way you like "em, grilled to perfection paninis, Kitchen in Littleton, NC. ¢f: Grandpa's Kitchen

... See More

PLAN YOUR
VACATION
CLOSE TO HOME IN
HALIFAX COUNTY...

Find your next vacation
al

rental property at
VISITHALIFAX.COM/LKG

Four Great Ways to Enjoy the
Outdoors in Halifax County

awaite. g
TETE G,ER,EAT 9 Hike and paddle, see incredible wildlife, and bike through history — plus visit a
historic spot on the Roanoke River for a post-adventure drink.

CHORTH+ CAROLINE) i aNOT(

ROAD TRIP
N1

Our State Magazine 2-Page Spread Our State Magaine Sponsored Story



Are
There % ?

illboards speak to our largest
B audience, Interstate-95. The VISITORS CENTER o
HCCVB's permanent and DOG R N
temporary placed billboards reached U
over 132 million impressions last year. | EXIT 173

Hald lay lnn
Exprebs

A_U\UT\

Hilton
Garden Inn

artnership
opportunities ¥
with VisitNC
f Al allowed us to tell
t off I*Sfi. P!an Yaures
AR the story of all that

Siiu'them Living A

Halifax County has THANKSGIVING =
to offer to a wider quUTHmN

market. Through

! this collaboration,
we placed ads in Garden & Gun, Southern
Living, Atlanta Magazine, Our State, ideal-
LIVING, AARP, Philadelphia Magazine,
The Washington Post Magazine, Charlotte
Magazine, Jacksonville Magazine, Orlando
Magazine, South Carolina Living and TOWN
Magazine. This partnership expanded our
reach tremendously.

Our State Magazine, USA Today, NC
Inland Fishing, Hunting & Trapping Guide,

and Travel Taste & Tour continue to offer a
productive way to reach new visitors.

VISITHALIFAX‘COM -

The HCCVB Print Promotions
reached over

14,102,082

Combined Readers



PROJECTS & PARTNERSHIPS

"African-American History is American History. If people see themselves in the history of an
historic place they are very likely to want to visit."

~Sandra Bryant, Treasurer HCCVB Board of Directors

Halifax 2026 - We began the planning Interchange development, I-95 Exit 173 Site
process of welcoming the Nation to Halifax in in Weldon

2026 with the historic site's support groups.

Tourism Legislation

e Roanoke River Paddle Trail $1,025,000
(shared by Roanoke and Dan rivers)

e Purchase of Andrew Jackson School
$150,000 Grant Funds for the establishment
of a museum to supplement the Freedom
Trail $50,000 and Halifax Underground
Railroad $50,000

e New Position at Historic Halifax

e $5.2 million to complete William R Davie
house and to renovate Historic Halifax
Visitors Center

e Main Street assistance for Enfield, Roanoke
Rapids, and Weldon

10



SPONSORSHIPS

S ponsorship dollars help make events happen in our county. That is good for visitors and

good for our local economies and non-profits!

Halifax County Harvest Days
Enfield's Fishing Creek Paddle
| Fourth of July Fireworks Celebrations
Twilight Festival Roanoke Rapids
Sylvan Heights Birds, Brews, & BBQ
National EMS Bike Ride
Harriett Tubman Exhibit
Joy in the Park
Roanoke Canal Half Marathon & 8k
301 Endless Yard Sale
RRHS 100th Anniversary Celebration

These dollars support projects and...
Roanoke Canal Museum Operations
Roanoke Canal Trail Maintenance
Roanoke Valley Veterans Museum
VisitNC Farms App
Car Charging Stations
Underground Railroad Trail
Town of Scotland Neck Banners

Town of Hobgood Banners :
Roanoke Rapids Youth Baseball Assoaatlon
Cal Ripken Babe Ruth Baseball State Tournaments
Roanoke Rapids Parks & Recreation Tennis Courts

Attraction Visitation

Medoc Mountain State Park
163,000

Sylvan Heights Bird Park
50,040

Roanoke Canal Museum & Trail
37,421

Historic Halifax
21,180

: 37,926 - 122 daily average

11



CONTACT

Visitors Bureau Staff

my
Susan Wilhelm, Manager of Administration

Donna Bolio, Visitor Center Coordinator Rich Lithgow, Director of Technology

“The Roanoke Rapids Theatre staff, including myself, did participate in the “Count on Me

NC" training classes. The guidance provided gave us a clear understanding of the safety

precautions that needed to be taken at our facility during the crisis. While we have been
unable to have live performances in our auditorium since early 2020, we did manage to put
on several successful outdoor concerts utilizing the safeguards recommended in the “Count

on Me NC" initiative.
Thanks again for the leadership the Halifax County Convention and Visitors Bureau displayed
during this trying time. Your efforts helped us navigate everything from safety protocols to

Ill

economic disaster assistance. Keep up the good work
~Beau Petty, Roanoke Rapids Theatre

260 Premier Boulevard, Roanoke Rapids Follow Us!
(252)535-1687 Facebook.com/VisitHalifax
info@visithalifax.com Instagram, Twitter, Youtube @VisitHalifaxNC

visithalifax.com | huntfishnc.com

12



