
Rockfish Harvest      

 The Roanoke River is considered by many  

anglers to be one of the best fishing destinations 

anywhere, especially for rockfish (striped bass). 

 The best time for striped bass fishing on the 

Roanoke River is from mid-March to early May 

when water temperatures are between 62-68 

degrees Fahrenheit.  Anglers may harvest 

Striped Bass of legal size from March 1 to April 

30, unless the season is closed earlier or 

extended by the NC Wildlife Resources 

Commission. 

 Striped Bass migrate from the Atlantic Ocean 

into Albemarle Sound, and then swim into the 

Roanoke River as they move upstream to historical 

spawning grounds near Weldon. The seasons and 

limits for Striped Bass are set by the NC Wildlife 

Resources Commission to allow harvest, while 

also protecting females on the spawning run.   

 The daily creel limit for striped bass on the 

Roanoke River is two fish per angler. The 

minimum length limit for striped bass is 18 inches, 

and no striped bass between 22 inches and 27 

inches in length may be possessed at any time. 

Only one striped bass larger than 27 inches may be 

included in the daily creel limit. (Note:  Anglers 

may keep only 10 shad per day, but one may be 

an American Shad also called White Shad.) 

 Anglers are required to use a single barbless 

hook or a lure with a single barbless hook when 

fishing in the upper Roanoke River from April 

1 through June 30. Anglers can make hooks    

barbless by crimping down the barb. Striped bass 

anglers are encouraged to use small, non-offset  

circle hooks, preferably ones with the least amount 

of distance between the hook point and shank.  

Area Boat Ramps 

Lake Gaston 

Summit (Halifax County) 

From the junction of US 158 and SR 1458 (Myrick 

Estates Road), take SR 1458 to junction of SR 1458 and 

SR 1482 (Blue Bird Road). Take SR 1482 to area. 

Henrico (Northampton County) 

From Gaston travel NC 46 going west to junction of NC 

46 and SR 1214 (River Road). Travel 5.5 miles on SR 

1214. Area is on the left. 

Roanoke Rapids Lake 

Fifth Street (Halifax County) 

From NC 48 (Roanoke Avenue) in Roanoke Rapids, 

travel west on Fifth Street. Area is at the end of street. 

Thelma (Northampton County) 

Travel NC 158 to SR 1400 (Thelma Road). Turn onto 

SR 1400 towards Thelma. From junction of SR 1400 

and SR 1422 (Warrens Landing Road), go 1 mile to 

area on SR 1422. 

Vultare (Northampton County) 

From Gaston take NC 46 West to the junction of NC 46 

and SR 1213 (Old Gaston Road). Area is at the end of 

SR 1213. 

Roanoke River 

Edwards Ferry (Halifax County) 

Take US 258 North from Scotland Neck. Area is at the 

South end of US 258 Roanoke River Bridge. 

Weldon (Halifax County) 

From the intersection of US 301 and US 158 near the 

town of Weldon, the site is located at the South end of 

the US 301 bridge that crosses Roanoke River. 

Gaston (Northampton County) 

The area is located in Gaston on NC 48 at the Roanoke 

River Bridge.  

 

Area Fishing Guides 
 

Blues Brothers Guide Serviceð919-724-2474 

Bucks Unlimited Outdoor Adventuresð252-308-7523 

 Captain Dean Lamontð919-414-2452 

 Captain Ponytail Guide Serviceð336-240-5649 

  Charlieôs Striper Guide Serviceð252-532-7634 

 Feathers & Fins Outfittersð252-676-6955 

Honey Hole Outfittersð252-813-3185 

Prime Interest Guide Serviceð252-536-1342 

 Occoneechee Lodgeð252-583-1799 

 Roanoke River Waterfowlð252-826-4288 

 Roanoke Tar Guide Serviceð252-532-9885 

 Tar-Pam Guide Serviceð252-945-9715 

 Tim Bieseckerð252-532-1846 

Tri-Lakes Guide Serviceð252-451-0770 

 

Area Fishing Supplies/Marinas 

 

Americampsð434-636-2668 

Bargain Land Bait, Tackle and Petsð252-535-2248 

Blondies Bait N Groceryð252-537-1966 

DrugCo Pharmacyð252-537-7010 

Dunhamôs Sportsð252-410-0107 

Holly Grove Marinað434-636-3455 

Lake Gaston Resortð434-577-2935 

Marvinôs Bait & Tackleð252-541-3797 

Morningstar Marinað252-586-4661 

Outdoor Worldð252-586-4121 

Stonehouse Timber Lodgeð252-586-3012 

Washburnôs Marinað252-537-1335 

Walmart Supercenterð (252) 535-3151 

 

*Need to be added to this list? (252) 535-1687* 

www.ncwildlife.org 

(919) 707-0220 

Cast Your Cares Away in Halifax County:  The Rockfish Capital of the World 

www.visithalifax.com 

(800) 522-4282 
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www.huntfishnc.com 


